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pressed in his hasty letter to the Commander-in-
Chief, had been complied with.

If he had been appointed to the Nizam's con-
tingent. Colonel Wellesley, and not Sir David
Baird,, would have commanded the assault of
Seringapatam, and I may at least venture to say
that Colonel Wellesley would have been as perfect
a hero of that day as Major-General Baird.

On the other hand., if his desire of superseding
Lieutenant-Colonel Browne in the command of
what he calls that " separate army" had been
complied with, he would not have reached Sering-
apatam until ten days after the place had fallen,
and the prize-committee would have excluded
him, as they did Lieutenant-Colonel Browne,*from
all share of the booty. This exclusion, it is true,,
was disapproved by General Harris,, severely re-
prehended by the Governor- General, and finally.,
though too tardily, corrected by the authorities at
home; but still, if General Baird had followed the
fortunes and march of that detachment, he would
have received the same injustice from the prize-
committee instead of that large share of applause
and honourable prize, which General Harris's
kinder and wiser employment of his services ob-
tained for him.

It is " a little curious, too/' as Mr. Hook so
often observes in the course of his narrative,, that
the copy which he gives of Major-General Baird's
letter to General Harris respecting Colonel Wei-